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Conservative, that you please the masses, is in effect
a confession that you truckle to the mob. You
mean that your doctrines spread in proportion to the
ignorance of your constituents. You prove the
merits of your theories by showing that they dis-
gust people the more they think. The Liberalism
of a district, it has been argued, varies with the
number of convictions for drunkenness. If it be easy
to denounce our ancestors, it is also easy to show
how they built up the great empire which now
shelters us; and how, if they had truckled, as you
kvould have us truckle, to popular whims, we should
lave been deprived of our commerce, our manufac-
:ures, and our position in the civilised world. And
.hen it is easy to produce a list of all the base
lemagogues who have misled popular impatience
md ignorance from the daj's of Cleon to those of
he French Convention, or of the last disreputable
' boss" bloated with corruption and the plunder of
ome great American city. This is the result, it is
uggested, of pandering to the mob, and generally
ostracising the intelligent citizen.

I merely sketch the familiar arguments which any
Durnalist has ready at hand, and, by a sufficient
pice of references to actual affairs, can work up into
ny number of pointed leading articles. I will only
bserve that such arguments seem to me to illus-